






Step 4: Using Census Data

Ask the children to think now of all the millions and
millions of bits of information that the census collects.
Each time someone fills in a circle on the census form,
she is creating another bit.
. Having all these bits is a little like having millions
of blocks; you can pick out the kinds you want, and
build them into whatever shapes you want. When
people want to answer a question, they can pick out
just those bits of census information that help, and
combine them in whatever way is useful. . . . For
example, if someone wants to find out how many
Black people own their homes, they can look just at
those people who identified themselves as Black, and
see how they answered the question about home own"
ership.

Of course, it's computers that make it possible to
do this with a collection of data the size of the census.

People got the numbers for the Pull-Out displays
in this way. These displays give general information
like the country's total population. But census data is
also put together for much smaller areas-for states,
counties, towns, even for neighborhoods-so people
can use this data to plan for the whole country . . .
or to see what's happening a few blocks from home.

Have your students think about this by inventing
questions that could be answered by the right bits of
information from the census short form. They can look
at their copies of the form as they do this.

These instructions in the abstract may sound con­
fusing, but a few examples (with whatever accom­
panying explanations seem necessary) should get the
children going. For instance: How many people live
in Rhode Island? How many people in Nebraska own
their own homes? How many Hispanic children live
in EI Paso? How many elderly people pay rents of
over $500 a month?

After you have given enough examples so the chil­
dren understand what to do, give them plenty of time
to create examples of their own - perhaps out loud at
first, and then in writing as homework.

Later, point out that they can use census data from
other years to compare current situations with past
ones: When was the population half as large as it is
now? How many women over 25 have never been
married compared to 20 years ago? and so on.

This activity can be done with simple examples or
with more complicated ones (involving percentages,
for example), depending on the level of sophistication
of your class.

• Finally, have the kids think of these kinds of
combinations from the users' points of view. Which
question or questions from the census short form would
be helpful to the following users? (Carry out this ac­
tivity orally in class. Give the hints if the children
need them.)

- A state is deciding where its funding for bilingual
(Spanish-English) education should be spent. (Hint:
Who uses this kind ofprogram?)

- The Boy Scouts are trying to decide where to start
new troops. (Hint: Who joins Scout troops?)

-A church is deciding where to locate its senior cit­
izen center. (Hint: Who uses a senior center?)
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- A government agency is deciding where to fund
programs that help people repair run-down houses.
(Hint: How much money is run-down housing usually
worth?)

-A Korean-language newspaper is deciding where
to locate. (Hint: Who will its readers be?)

- A city is figuring out in what neighborhood to build
a new playground. (Hint: Who uses playgrounds?)

- A young couple is deciding in which part of town
to look for a reasonably priced apartment. (Hint: What
question tells you about rental costs?)

-A city government has to decide which public li­
brary branch should house its biggest collection of
large-print books for grown-ups. (Hint: At what age
are people most likely to have trouble reading regular
print?)

- A school district is trying to figure out whether
more elementary schools are going to be needed 10
years from now. (Hint: What kind ofpeople are likely
to have school-age children in 10 years?)

Step 5: The Population Map Again -
The Census is You ... and You ...
and you....

A simple and fun way to conclude is to have the
children make their Population Map personal. First
have the children cut out and mount the map, so it
has a border around it and space for writing under it.

Then say: Use a small colored sticker to mark each
community where you know someone (or several peo­
ple). Number the stickers and provide a key at the
bottom of the page. The key should give the name of
the community and of the person (or people) you know
there. Do this as homework and ask your parents to
help you think of as many people as possible.

The next day, ask the children to total the number
of people in all the households on their maps. Write
the totals on the board and have the children figure
out a grand total for the class - they will be surprised
at the number of people in the United States that the
class has some connection with.

Older children will have fun figuring o~t what frac­
tion of the total population (expected to be about 250
million in 1990) their class knows.

Multicultural Approaches
to Teaching Music
A symposium to help teachers meet the challenge of
cultural diversity in their classrooms will be held March
26-28 in Washington, D.C. Sessions on African­
American, Hispanic-American, Asian-American, and
Native American music will be led by an ethnomu­
sicologist, performers, and an experienced music ed­
ucator.

The symposium is offered by the Music Educators
National Conference in cooperation with the Smith­
sonian's Office of Folklife Programs, the Society for
Ethnomusicology, and MENC's Society for General
Music. To register call toll free, 1-800-525-0930. For
more information write Multicultural Symposium,
MENC, 1902 Association Drive, Reston, VA 22091,
or call 703-860-4000.

ART TO Zoo brings news from the Smithsonian Institution
to teachers of grades three through eight. The purpose is to
help you use museums, parks, libraries, zoos, and many
other resources within your community to open up learning
opportunities for your students.

Our reason for producing a publication dedicated to pro­
moting the use ofcommunityresources among students and
teachers nationally stems.from a fundamental belief, shared
by all of us here at the Smithsonian, in the power %bjects.
Workingas we do with a vastcollection of national treasures
that literally contain_the spectrum from "art" to "zoo,"
we believe that objects (be they works ofart, naturalhistory
specimens, .historical artifacts, or live animals) have a tre­
mendous power to educate. We maintain that it is equally
important for students to learn to use objects as research
tools as it is for them to learn to use words and numbers­
and you can find objects close at hand, by drawing on the
resources of your own community.

Our idea, then, in producing ART TO ZOO is to share with
you- and you with us - methods of working with students
and objects that Smithsonian staff members have found suc­
cessful.

Smithsonian National
Seminar for Teachers
You don't have to live in Washington to study at the
Smithsonian!

"Teaching Writing Using Museums and Other
Community Resources," a special eight-day course,
will be offered by the Smithsonian Institution this
summer for elementary and secondary teachers living
more than 75 miles outside Washington, D.C.

The course carries graduate credit from the Uni­
versity of Virginia. Tuition and fees will total ap­
proximately $325.

"Teaching Writing Using Museums" will survey
ways in which teachers can use local museum exhibits
and such diverse resources as cemeteries and houses
as tools for teaching writing. In addition to working
on formal and informal exercises, participants will
interview several Smithsonian staff writers to learn
about various approaches to writing.

This three-credit course is open to full-time class­
room teachers (grades 5-12), school librarians (media
specialists), and curriculum specialists. Interpreters
for hearing-impaired participants can be provided for
all class work.

Classes will meet from July 10 to 19 in Washington,
D.C. Specially priced housing may be available in a
conveniently located college dormitory. Participants
arrange their own meals.

Enrollment is limited. Applications must be post­
marked by March 30. Notices of acceptance will be
mailed by May 2.

For an application, including complete information,
write:

National Seminars
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
Arts and Industries Building, Room 1163
Smithsonian Institution
Washington, D.C. 20560

Or, telephone (voice) 202/357-3049 or (Telecom­
munications Device for the Deaf) 202/357-1696.
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Median Age: 1800 to 1990
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Percent of People Living in
Urban Areas: 1790 to 1980
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E. Many more marria)
divorce than in the

F. Over 1 in 10 peopl!
Black.

G. Throughout our his
more Americans he
cities. ~

H. Only 3 out of 4 chi
parents.

I. The population is g
West than in any ot
country.

Each of the following sentences gives a fact that people have learned
from census data. Each of these facts is also shown in one of the
figures on this page. Which figure goes with which sentence? (Write
the figure number in the blank after each sentence.)

A. The population of the United States is
about double what it was in 1930.

B. Except for the period after World War II,
when an unusually large number of
children were born, the median age of
Americans has been rising.

C. About 2/3 of all households lives in
single-family houses.

D. For 200 years, U.S. households have been
growing smaller.
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Percent Change in Population
by Region: 1980 to 1990
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All of the figures are based on data compiled by the Bureau of Census, U.S.
Department of Commerce.
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Mediara de Edad: 1800 a 1980
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Poblaci6n: 1790 a 1990

Figure 2
Porcentaje de gente que vive
en areas urbanas: 1790 a 1980
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D. Por 200 afios, los h
Estados Unidos har
tamano. _

E. Muchos mas matrir
en divorcio que en·

F. Mas de 1 persona e
negra.

G. A traves de nuestra
mas norteamerican'
en cuidades.

H. Solo 3 de 4 ninos v
padres.

I. La poblaci6n esta c
mente en el oeste q
parte del pais. _

A. La poblaci6n de los Estados Unidos es
ahora aproximadamente el doble de 10 que
era en 1930.

B. Excepto por el perfodo posterion a la Se­
gunda Guerra Mundial, cuando nacieron
un mimero extraordinario de
ninos, la edad promedio de los nort­
eamericanos ha estado aumentando.

C. Cerca de dos iercios de todos los ho­
gares estan compuestos por familias de un
solo padre.

Cada una de las siguientes oraciones proporciona datos que la gente
ha aprendido sobre el censo. Cada uno de estos datos aparece tam­
bien en cada uno de los graficos en esta pagina. ~Que grafico va con
cada oraci6n? (Escribe el numero del grafico en cada espacio en
blanco al final de cada oraci6n.)

(,Cual va con cual?
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Figure 4
Numero promedio de personas
por hogar: 1790 a 1990
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Figure 6
lIustraci6n que demuestra con quien vivian
los ninos menores de 18 anos, en 1983
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Figure 7
Porcentaje de Distribuci6n de la Poblaci6n
por Raza y Origen Hispano: 1980

Figure 8
Cambio en la Poblaci6n, en
Porcentajes, por regi6n: 1980 a 1990
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La poblaci6n de los Estados Unidos en 1980. Cada
punta representa 1000 hogares. [Oticina de Censo, Departa­
mento de Comercio de los Estados Unidos]
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Figure 5
Numero de divorcios por cada
1000 personas: 1910 a 1980
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Tipos de Unidad Habitacional: 1980

Hogares de una familia

Todas las ilustraciones estan basadas en datos recopilados por la Oticina de
Censo, Departamento de Comercio de los Estados Unidos.


