As the jellyfish said to the cranky crab, * Smithsonian Institution

WHAT'S EATING YOU THESE DAYS?

For as long as there have been creatures in the ocean, there has been a top predator,
one that could eat anything without much danger of being eaten itself. Fill in the
missing words to finish these poems and to learn what made each marine animal

the scariest hunter of its time. The answers are upside down on the bottom.

WRILLER, WIHALE

Maximum Size: 23 feet
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Killer whale is a name that might seem a bit
strange for something so cuddly and cute,

For something that looks like a panda—
a panda in a diving suit.

But this highly intelligent mammal has all
that a hunter could need:

Strong jaws and great size, sharp teeth and
sharp eyes, and a body built for
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PLIOCENE PERIOD TO THE PRESENT
(BEGINNING 5 MILLION YEARS AGO)
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the pictures. K I O A S A P S
SmrrHSONiANEDUGAT“)N.OQ’Q/STUDENTS OGEAN.SioEDU These and other top predators are featured in the new Ocean Hall at the

Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History in Washington, D.C.,
opening in September 2008.
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Artwork: Mary Parrish
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